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It sounds like the bad guys won, doesn’t it? But they did-
n’t, really. John had finished his work. And because John
trusted God, he went to live with Him in heaven after he
died. John couldn’t wish for anything better than to live
forever with the Savior he told people to trust.

But what about Herod, Herodias, and Salome? Well, we
don’t know for sure. But they are all dead now, just like
John. And if God didn’t change their hearts before they
died, they are suffering forever in hell. If someone could
ask Salome now what she wanted more than anything,
what do you think it would be?
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An article for children from Matthew 14

The Meanest Wish Ever

Susan Verstraete

Let’s play a wishing game. Imagine that your mom or dad
said, “Tell me what you would like. Whatever it is, [ will
give to you.” Wise parents would never say such a thing to
their child, but what if they did? What would you ask for?

A very long time ago, a very unwise king made just such a

foolish offer to his stepdaughter, and you’ll never, NEVER,
NEVER guess what she asked for! It was the meanest wish
ever. But let me tell you the story from the beginning.

Before Jesus began traveling around Is-
rael, teaching and healing people, God
sent a messenger—a prophet—to pre-
pare the people to hear Jesus. His name
was John the Baptist, and he was a very
brave man. Because he spoke words that
God told him to speak, he often said
things that made wicked people angry.
But because John wanted to obey God,
he said them anyway. He told the people that God was dis-
pleased with their sins and that God wanted the people to
love Him and obey His laws.




