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know that they could never be perfect. They know they
will still sin, even though they work hard not to. But
they trust that God’s Son Jesus has taken away the pun-
ishment for all the bad things they do against God. Je-
sus died on the cross to pay for those sins in their place.
Because of Jesus, they do not need to worry about God
destroying them for their wickedness, like He did King
Belshazzar. Because of Jesus, they do not need to
worry about going to hell.

To people who love and obey Him, who believe that
Jesus saves them even though they are not perfect, God
said, “Do not fear, for [ am with you. Do not be afraid,
for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I
will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
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— ——1 A long time ago in a

||—_ ]] city called Babylon,
= there lived a rich and

powerful king named
Belshazzar. Belshaz-
zar’s grandfather had
been a rich and pow-
erful king, too. His
name was Nebuchad-
nezzer. Long before
our story begins,
King Nebuchadnez-
zer had sent his army
to a place called
Judah, where the peo-
ple worshipped the one true God. Nebuchadnezzer
commanded his army to take away all the riches in
Judah, the gold and silver, the fine clothing, and even
the smartest and strongest young men to become ser-
vants of the king. Sometime after King Nebuchadnez-
zer died, his grandson Belshazzar became king. All
the riches and servants his grandfather had gathered
now belonged to him.




