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And just as it is appointed for man to
die once, and after that comes
judgment, so Christ, having been
offered once to bear the sins of many,
will appear a second time, not to deal
with sin but to save those who are
eagerly waiting for him. (Heb. 9:2728)
Your “lot” is what you can expect to receive, what you have coming—what
is appointed for you. It can be an inheritance, a portion, or a punishment. In
the case of mankind (according to the above-quoted text), there is but one
“lot”—one appointed end: death, and then judgment. People are born,
they live (in sin), they die, and then they receive their just penalty from
God. As the text indicates, mankind’s just reward is judgment, which in this
context refers to everlasting condemnation. One life, one death, and one
common eternity.
This is the Bible’s consistent message about the lot of mankind: “The Lord
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5).
“None is righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10). “All have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom.
6:23).
But despite mankind’s universal depravity and just destiny of
condemnation, God has not left our race without hope. The passage above
continues from dark prospect to delightful promise. Just as man’s common
lot is to die and then face judgment, “so Christ, having been offered once to
bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to
save those who are eagerly waiting for him.”
Here, a distinction is made between those who will be judged (i.e.,
condemned) and those who will be saved from condemnation—a legacy of
mercy and glory, accomplished by our Savior and anticipated by many.

It is important to note that the people in this second category are identified
in two ways. They are those . . .
1. . . . whose sins Christ bore on the cross. The reality of substitution
is plainly evident here, as in other places in Scripture. Because
Jesus bore their sins, they are mercifully freed from the necessity
of bearing the same burden themselves. He died once, on behalf of
many, so that the many for whom he died would not be
condemned along with the rest. He was sent to “save his people
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). As the good shepherd, he laid down
his life for his sheep (John 10:11). As the consummate bridegroom,
he gave his life for his bride, the church (Eph. 5:25).
2. . . . who are eagerly awaiting his return. These same people—this
subset of mankind that will be saved and not condemned upon
Christ’s return, are not oblivious to the prospect of his appearing a
second time. They are eagerly anticipating it. Their confidence is in
Him, not just in what he has done for them in the past, but what he
promises for them in their future. They know that he will return to
take them home to be with him forever, and that knowledge
makes them joyful and eager for this, the final event of this age
and the ushering in of their glorious inheritance of eternity in his
kingdom.
One value of this text is that it gives professing Christians a means of selfevaluation. We are more than willing to embrace the thought of Jesus
paying the debt for our sins, but are we among those who are also eagerly
awaiting his return? The text makes it plain that if the first is true of you—if
Jesus truly is your substitute (i.e., your Savior)—then the second will be
true of you also—you will be eagerly awaiting his return.
The faith of the true believer is not merely backward-looking. It does not
look only to the deliverance that was accomplished on the cross in the first
century. It looks (and lives) just as believingly and eagerly toward the day
when we will see the one we love—the one who loved us and gave himself
up for us. Surely he is coming soon!
“Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20).
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